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Here we are heading west under the Golden Gate in San Francisco Bay.

ACTIVITY NOTICES

December 5. 2010 - Annual Meeting at the Pleasanton Hotel, 10 a.m.  
(See Page 6 and send your check to reserve a spot)



FROM THE PREZ 

I hope those of our members who had an 
opportunity to attend the October Club event, the 
ÒBay CruiseÓ championed by Tom Wallters, really 
enjoyed the outing.    I was unable attend due to a 
prior commitment.  IÕm sure I really missed a good 
one.  Details of the ÒBay CruiseÓ outing are 
elsewhere in this newsletter.

There is no ÒofficialÓ club activity scheduled for the 
month of November.  This not an oversight on the 
part of the ClubÕs planning committee, but a 
conscious decision to spare our club members from 
an early onset of the dreaded Òholiday overloadÓ.  
Yes, the holidays are quickly approaching.  It seems 
every year they arrive earlier and earlier.  In fact, I 
noted Christmas items at K-Mart in mid-September.  
Hopefully taking a month off from Club activities will 
allow our members to get a heads start on their 
ÒTDayÓ and Christmas preparations.  
Having bypassed November, the Club still has one 
more activity for this year and itÕs a good one:  The 
Annual Brunch at the ÒFarmerÓ Restaurant in the 
Pleasanton Hotel, downtown Pleasanton.    The date 
is Sunday, December 5th.  Details on the ÒAnnual 
BrunchÓ are also in this newsletter. 

Also, with the new year just around the corner, it is 
time for our members to start thinking about what 
they want to see on our slate of Club activities for 
2011.   Please pass on your suggestions to any of 
the Club officers via e-mail, phone or at the Annual 
Brunch. 
Take care, have a great Thanksgiving, and hope you 
can all make it to the Annual Brunch on December 
5th.

Jim Wagner, NCKCC President 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

We had a full newsletter last month with emphasis 
on the Annual Show getting top priority. We want to 
say Welcome Aboard  to the new members that 
joined us in the past two months.

Sherman & Nancy Mah live in Concord, (925) 
686-3053, and built a Factory Five Cobra 5-liter with 
a T5 tranny. Sherman has taken home a trophy both 
at our Õ09 and our Õ10 show.

Dana Dunn lives in Elk Grove, (916) 996-6905, and 
is building a Fiero based Ferrari 512TR replica. 
Dana is a former member and participated in our 
San Leandro show several years ago, before a tour 
in the U.S. Army in Iraq. We welcome him back and 
look forward to seeing his 512TR at the 2011 show.

Gregory Moore lives in Antioch, (925) 757-3569, and 
drives a Gatsby powered by a 4.9 liter Ford with an 
automatic. He has been aware of our club dating 
back to 1985 when he won Best Classic over $20K. 
Wow - that goes back to our first show at the 
Pleasanton Fair Grounds, if I remember right

Again, WELCOME to these new members and we 
hope to see you at our monthly club events..

GOLDEN GATE BAY CRUISE

By Tom Wallters

The cruise was excellent. We cruised the San 
Francisco water front from just north of the Bay 
Bridge to the Golden Gate Bridge. We then turned 
around and headed back to cruise past Angel Island 
and Alcatraz Island - we got quite close to Alcatraz. 
The ship was not crowded so it was easy to move 
about the decks or to grab a snack or drink and sit a 
spell. All the way, the cruise was narrated by way of 
individual head sets (one selected from among a 
multitude of available languages). This avoided 
blaring loud speakers and allowed folks to take it or 
leave it (there was no charge for the head sets). The 
narration pointed out various highlights such as Coit 
Tower, Fort Mason, the Presidio, etc. It also 
discussed historical events such as the 1906 SF 
earthquake as well as the Loma Prieta earthquake 
in 1989. 

Of particular interest were the many sail boats on 
the bay. There were several races of different 
classes that we observed as we cruised past the 
competing boats. There was a good wind blowing 
and the sail boats were definitely catching the 
breeze. Our ship was big enough where we plowed 
though the waves with little affect on the ship - 
except for when we did our turn around just past the 
Golden Gate Bridge - there we got tossed around 
quite a bit - enough to make you need to hang on 
when walking or standing.

After the cruise we all hiked to nearby Cioppinos for 
lunch (thanks again, Larry, for making the 
reservation). The food was mostly Italian and 
Seafood, of course. The food was excellent, the 
company superb and the prices pretty good.

The weather was overcast (but no fog) and a little on 
the cool side when we started - but by noon, the sun 
was out. Our 10:45 departure was a good choice - 
the shipboard crowd was small and the visibility 
excellent - and the wharf area streets were relatively 
empty. By the afternoon, the cruises were packed 
and the wharf area streets were crowded, especially 
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Below: We went outside the Golden Gate, then made a U-
turn and returned.

Above: The whole crew enjoying lunch at Cioppinos 
Restaurant.

Below: Other attractions at the Warf, Submarine USS 
Pampanito SS-383 and Jeremiah OÕBrien, Liberty Ship
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near the street vendors. This cruise is a real bargain 
at $20 - its a good one to take visiting friends and 
relatives on.

The attendees were: Larry and Elizabeth Fewell and 
friends John and Joanne Ikner, Vern Hance, Paul 
and Ruth King, Tom Wallters and son Scott and 
grand daughter Mikenna 

Below: Our Bay Cruiser, ready to board

Below: Here is the crew, ready to board.

Below: Tom Wallters, son Scott and grand daughter 
Mikenna are tuned in to the electronic tour guide narrative.



THANKS FROM THE FOOD BANK
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Right:  Paul King presents 
symbolic check to Larry Sly, 
Executive Director of the 
Food Bank.



ANNUAL MEETING BRUNCH
DECEMBER 5, 2010

Our Brunch this year will again be held at 10 a.m. at 
the The Farmer Restaurant which is located in the 
Pleasanton Hotel at 855 Main Street in Pleasanton, 
CA.

The full buffet of the past has been discontinued, 
but we have chosen its successor, The Omelette 
Station, Let the Chef Prepare a Farmer Fresh 
Omelette just for you. Served with Farmer 
Country Fried Potatoes, your Choice of Linguica, 
Sausage, Bacon, Ham or Sirloin Patty, a Basket 
of Croissants, Mini Muffins, Scones and Biscuits, 
and a Selection of Fresh Seasonal Fruit.

The club will again subsidize 50% of your 
Omelette Station visit so your member cost is 
only $10 per person including tax & tip. Your 
guests are welcome to join us but their cost will 
be $20 each.

You can also spice up your morning by visiting 
the Delicious Bloody Mary Bar where you can create 
your own Bloody Mary with your favorite Vodka and 
Garnishes or, enjoy a Refreshing Sparkling Mimosa 
or Ramos Fizz. Your choice of a Bloody Mary is an 
optional extra at $5.00 per drink.

The club will have to pay in advance for our group, 
so please mail your checks to Treasurer Vern Hance 
at the address shown on page 11. The deadline for 
your prepaid reservation is November 20th. Again 
the cost is $10 for each member and $20 for guests.

Here is some History of The Pleasanton Hotel and 
The Farmer Restaurant:

Originally built in 1864 by John Kottinger as a Òhouse 
of entertainment,Ó The Farmers Hotel included a 
general store. As it does today, it sat alongside the 
Arroyo del Valle at the North end of Main Street and 
was the first hotel built in Pleasanton.

After burning down in 1898, it was rebuilt by 
new owner Henry Reimers. It had 14 rooms, a 
dining room, bar & electricity! Renovated after a 
minor fire in 1915, It was renamed The 
Riverside Hotel and in 1934 it officially became 
The Pleasanton Hotel. In the 1960s, it stopped 
taking overnight guests & the upstairs rooms 
were converted to private offices. 

The Farmer Restaurant owes its name to the 
original Farmers Hotel & the current ownerÕs 
Elegant Farmer Restaurant in Jack London 
Square/Oakland during the 60's - 80"s.

More info is available at the website 
www.pleasantonhotel.com

The main dining room is shown below.

KIT CARS ON THE COLORADO 
OCT 22-24

By Jim Smith

This Kit Car show at Don LaughlinÕs Riverside Resort 
was a big sucess. The show was a joint effort by the 
AHA and the Arizona Cobra Club.There were 26 cars 
entered; 18 from Arizona, 6 from California and 2 
from Nevada. Most were Cobras but others included 
a Willys pickup, two Ferraris and  a 1950 FordEasy 
Rod kit on a T-bird.
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My wife, Joyce, and I left Oakdale about 3 a.m. and 
decided to trailer the Cobra due to forecasted rain. 
And rain we got until we were south of Turlock. We 
arrived in Laughlin at 2:30 p.m. and found the 
staging area set up and receiving arrivals. Everyone 
was friendly and made us feel very welcome. We 
were assigned a parking space and received a gift 
bag.

Saturday, after breakfast at the Hotel Buffet, we 
staged our cars for the show by 9 a.m. Throughout 
the day over 1,000 people came through to study 
the cars, ask questions and take pictures.

At 2 p.m. the trophies were awarded and I was 
pleased to take 1st Place in the Cobra $20K-$30K 
Class.

At 5 p.m. everyone was invited to take a boat trip 
down the Colorado to HarrahÕs for dinner. Wives of 
the Arizona Cobra Club members dressed up as 
Pirates. This is a tradition that requires new 
costumes each year. We passed on the boat trip 
and went to a movie, ÔSecretariatÕ and viewed the 
classic car display on the 3rd floor of the Casino.

We enjoyed good weather (75-78 degrees) in 
Laughlin and headed home after breakfast Sunday 
morning. During the 9-hour drive home, rain greeted 
us again from Chowcilla to Oakdale.

It was an exciting trip and we enjoyed meeting 
members of the different clubs.Even with the long 
drive we felt it was worth the effort and wish more of 
our NCKCC folks could have attended.

KEEPING IN TOUCH

By Vern Hance

In addition to the newsletter, the internet has 
provided us the opportunity to share information 
quickly and easily through emails and our club 
website,

I have sent emails to all the "wired# club members on 
various occasions to keep you informed on 
legislation or things that I thought were important. 
However, I frequently have had some of the emails 
bounce back as undeliverable. This probably means 
the address has been changed without my being 
notiÞed. If you change your email address, please 
remember to let me know so I can update my 
address book.

Most recently, around Oct 16th, I sent an email 
announcing that I Þnally posted the 2010 Show 
video on YouTube and the still pictures on Shutterßy. 
If you have an email address and did not get that 
email, please let me know. 

I generally try to post some pictures or a video of 
each event, which allows me to show you more 
pictures than will Þt into the newsletter and they are 
in color too. To check for new videos or pictures 
check www.nckcc.com and click on "Photos/Video# or 
look in the "Hotline# section.

As I was getting a report on the Laughlin Show from 
Jim Smith tonight, he mentioned that our show story 
with about 9 pictures is included in the latest Kit Car 
Builder magazine. I haven#t received mine yet, but 
will be watching for it.

While I am rambling I must tell you about our Bank 
Checking account, About August I discovered we 
were being charged $16 per month for typically 
writing 2 or 3 checks. Since we received less than 
$10 interest in all of 2009 I set out to Þx this 
problem. Turns out I had to open a new account 
(same bank) which means a new account number 
and purchasing new checks. In addition I spent 3-4 
hours on three Bank visits trying to prove that we 
were a California Non-ProÞt Corporation and were 
qualiÞed to open a bank account. In addition, I had 
to request a Federal Employee IdentiÞcation 
Number, even though we have had one for over 25 
years. When I asked the IRS man why our original 
EIN wasn#t OK, I was told that it was over 25 years 
old and there was no record of it. Therefore, I 
needed to apply for a new one. I guess its worth all 
this hassle so that we can be better protected from 
evil persons, but I#m not sure.

WHY NOT PROMOTE NATURAL-
GAS VEHICLES?

ThereÕs a lot to like about natural gas as a transportation 
fuel. From a national-security standpoint, it lessens 
AmericaÕs dependence on imported oil. The U. S. currently  
imports more than 60% of the oil it uses, but nearly 98% of  
our natural gas comes from North America. Supplies are 
ample, and new drilling techniques are opening previously 
untapped reserves. To read all of this informative article 
from Machine Design, click on the link below.

http://machinedesign.com/article/uneven-prospects-
for-natural-gas-vehicles-0810
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FOR SALE
             
BUGATTI 1927 Bugatti, good cond. Never wrecked. 
Yellow paint, brown upholstery that needs rework. 
Less than 50 miles on 1600cc recond. engine. 
Consider delivery.
$3000.00.  (See photo) Dave Fernandez
530-384-2778 email daf360hd@att.net
(3-10)
                                   
FERRARI-Look-alike - From Fiero Factory in the 
U.K. 1988 Fiero based car with 3.8 liter Bonneville 
engine transplant and upgrade wheels.  Reduced 
to $8,000 o.b.o. Call Tomi Izuno (925) 254-1789. Or 
e-mail: tizuno@comcast.net                  (10/09)

FINO Ð Built on 1987 Fiero with Cadillac Northstar 
V-8 & auto trans.  Regular trophy winner. Custom 
suspension, brakes and interior.  Special Purple 
BASF Extreme paint. $25,000.  Call Al Bohr 
(503-632-8372) or e-mail: albohr@bctonline.com.             
(10/09)
                        
MERCEDES 500K 350 Chev. w/Edelbrock, Pro Flo 
Fuel injection.
350 Turbo Tran., Vintage Air, Heat and Defrost. 
Smog exempt. Steve Bales, 925 820-7420  Email:  
mbales5140@aol.com
See photo and magazine story at: 
http://kitcar.automotive.com/26615/0601kc-
mercedes-benz-500k/index.html
or type Bales Benz in Google. (04/10)

NEED YOUR KIT CAR PUT TOGETHER, 
customized or finished?
Have a car that needs body work?
We can help!
Contact: Car Concepts by Merlin Cofano
415-320-0678                              (10/09)
                 
ÒCars for SaleÓ ads in the NCKCC News are for members 
only. Rate is $10 for 12 issues.

Dave Fernandex #27 Bugatti

Steve Bales 1935 Mercedes 500K

Tomi Izuno#s Fiero Factory, Ferrari replica

Al Bohr#s Fino with Cadillac Northstar power
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PLANNING FOR 2011

ItÕs already time to plan for next years activities, so 
lets give some serious thought to what we want to 
do in 2011.

One new suggested event that came up this 
summer was to do a visit to ÒPlayland - Not At The 
BeachÓ which is a Fun Museum located in El Cerrito, 
CA. Many of the artifacts and antiques from the 
historic ÒSutro BathsÓ and ÒWhitneyÕs PlaylandÓ have 
been preserved, restored and are on display. Our 
own NCKCC member, Jerry Barrilleaux, who is also 
a performing magician does a Flea Circus Act at 
Playland frequently. Hours are 10-5 Saturdays and 
Sundays and it would be appropriate for the early 
months, when weather can be inclement.

Some of our Events are repeated each year 
because of their perceived popularity, but they can 
be changed or replaced if the club chooses. Some of 
these that come to mind are:

¥  Coming Out Party for new members and new cars.

¥  AHA ÔFun Under The SunÕ car show in Pomona, 
CA.

¥  Niles ÔSpring FeverÕ  & ÔHot Aug NilesÕcar shows.

¥  June ÔArt & Wine FestivalÕ where we display some 
of our cars.

¥  July Torchlight Parade & Dinner in Benicia.

¥  Sept 10 & 11, 2011 Annual Car Show at the Hilton.

¥  Fall or Spring Wine Tour.

¥ December Annual Brunch.

Please think about these and let try to get a 
consensus on your preferences at the Dec 5th 
Brunch.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2010

¥  December 5, 2009 - Annual Brunch, The Farmer 
Restaurant, Pleasanton Hotel.at 10 a.m. Vern Hance, 
Champio

2010 OFFICERS AND APPOINTEES:
      
James Wagner,  President                            650-341-0211    
jamesuu@comcast.net
Chuck Maddux, Vice President              707-745-4361     
camnsam@att.net
Vern Hance,  Treasurer, Editor              925-938-1442
3317 Ellesmere Court, Walnut Creek, CA 94598  
nckcc@astound.net
Tom Wallters, Secretary                                      650-961-8256       
twallters@gmail.com
Pat Cooley, Membership Chair                           925-447-7239
myoozik@comcast.net                               
Carolina Williams. Show Chair                           510-396-5607
,thehappiestone@yahoo.com
      
The Kit Car Sun is published monthly by the Northern California 
Kit Car Club.  Opinions expressed by authors should not be be 
considered the position of the club. We are a non-profit 
educational organization and  do not intend to influence 
legislation.-
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