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ACTIVITY NOTICES

July 3, 2009 - 4th of July Parade in Benicia & Dinner at a local 
restaurant. Meet 5 pm at Maddux home. 6 pm lineup, 6:30 parade. 
RSVP (707) 745-4361 or camnsam@att.net . (See Page 2)

July 18, 2009 - Show planning meeting at 11:30 a.m.at the E. Contra 
Costa Historical Museum, 3890 Sellers Ave, Brentwood. (See Page 4)

Saturday Art & Wine Show: Top: Bello (Bricklin), Somerhalder (’50 Ford), Wallters (M-B 500K), 
Rubenstein (Baron).  Below: Wagner (ZR2), Hance (Mercedes 500K). Smith (Cobra)
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FROM THE PREZ
 
June is always a busy month for everyone with 
weddings, graduations, vacations, etc.  Even so, 
many of our members found time in their busy 
schedules to attend not one, but two outings in 
June. Saturday, June 6th and Sunday, June 7th were 
the dates for the Walnut Creek Art & Wine Festival.  
IÕd like to thank all our members who brought their 
cars just to display. The weather was nearly perfect 
and the festival guests/spectators showed lots of 
interest in our cars.  Club members used the 
opportunity to hand out about four hundred mini-
flyers for our September show in Concord.  They 
appeared to be well received.   

All the details of the members in attendance and 
their cars will appear elsewhere in this newsletter.     

Our car display must have impressed someone, 
because shortly after the Walnut Creek Art & Wine 
Festival, Vern received an exclusive special 
invitation from the Martinez Chamber of Commerce 
inviting our club to display their cars at their ÒKing of 
the CountyÓ BBQ & Music Festival at Martinez 
Waterfront Park on Saturday, June 20th.  Again, Club 
members used the opportunity to hand out another 
200 mini-flyers for our September show in Concord.  
Judging from the reaction of most of the spectators, 
Contra Costa County must be the Bay Area center 
for car enthusiasts and our cars on display certainly 
generated a lot of questions and even more interest 
in our September show.

The ClubÕs next outing is definitely a ÒRed, White, & 
BlueÓ event, the Annual Benicia Independence 
Parade & Dinner on Friday, July 3rd.  ItÕs always 
great fun the see all the parade cars decked out in 
the Old ÒRed, White, & BlueÓ.  ThereÕs plenty of 
ÒHometown SpiritÓ everywhere.  Makes this event 
one you will remember for a long time.  And donÕt 
forget the parade is usually followed by an excellent 
dinner at one of the great restaurants in Benicia.  
Check below for details and contact information.  ItÕs 
only few days away.

Check below for the date, time and directions.  DonÕt 
forget to mark your calendars with the dates of our 
remaining club activities.   
   
Take care and hope to see you all at the Benicia 
Independence Day Parade & Dinner on Friday, July 
3rd.
 
Jim Wagner, NCKCC Prez 

BENICIA TORCHLIGHT PARADE, 
JULY 3RD, 2009
By Chuck Maddux
 
It's time for a fun tradition once again, the Benicia 
torchlight Parade through the picturesque downtown 
of our third state capital. We have always had a 
great outing with the added small town atmosphere 
that goes with the July 4th celebration here in 
Benicia. After the parade we will be going out to 
dinner at one of our many great restaurants near our 
home. So, bring your handcrafted automobile, your 
favorite 4th of July decorations for your car & 
yourself, and be prepared to have a fun time.

How to get here: 

For the GPS users, our address is 126 East D St., 
Benicia, CA 94510.

For the hunter-gatherers, we are between Vallejo & 
Martinez off I-780. I-780 is accessible from I-80 on 
the west or I-680 on the east. You will take either 
East Second St. , or East Fifth St. off ramps (you will  
turn right off East 5th on East H St. to East 2nd St.) 
proceed down the alphabet to east D (it is one block 
long between First St. and East Second St.),  126 is 
on the South side of the street near First St. We 
have a long driveway for off street parking.
 
I will be available to take calls or e-mails. (707) 
745-4361 or camnsam@att.net .

ART & WINE
JUNE 6 & 7, 2009

By Vern Hance

The Art & Wine for Õ09 was again a pleasant and 
successful event. The weather was cool but 
pleasant on Saturday but warm and delightful on 
Sunday.

We had seven cars on display on each day. There 
were only three cars that were there both days, so 
that gave us eleven different cars for the two-day 
show.

The crowds seemed to be as big as ever, recession 
or not, and those that showed interest in our cars 
seemed to be very appreciative. We were equipped 
with postcard size announcements about our 
September Concord Hilton show and handed out 
400+ during the show, most of which were accepted 
enthusiastically.
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Saturday the 20th dawned bright and sunny but the 
weather was just right all through the day.

There were several other cars at the show ranging 
from a FFR Cobra owner we met at the Art & Wine 
to some spotless Chevy pickups, a vintage Ford 
Òcab-overÓ pickup and two supercharged Saturn 
Ions. The supercharger was a feature of the red-line 
series. The rear suicide door is unique but canÕt be 
opened until the front door is open.

Again our cars received an appreciative reception 
and we passed out another 200 or so invitations to 
our September Concord Hilton Show.

Attendees included: Al & Pat Bello (Bricklin); Dave & 
Joyce DeCato (Õ30 Model A Woody); Vern Hance (M-
B 500K); Bob & Linda Kluber (Sebring); Bill Landers 
(Cobra); Dave & Yvonne Little (Cobra); James & 
Wendy Wagner (ZR-2) and non-member Ray 
Vermillion (Cobra). We met Ray at the W.C. Art & 
Wine.

Here are some pictures clipped from my video. The 
1-minute video is at our website: <www.nckcc.com/
hotline.html>

Bello’s, DeCato’s & Wendy Wagner enjoying the shade.
Decato’s newly acquired ’30 Model A Woody

Attendees included: Al & Pat Bello (Bricklin); Jerry 
Barrilleaux (MG-TD) Bob & Linda Kluber 
(Sebring); Vern & Carol Hance (M-B 500K);  Bill 
Landers (Cobra); Chuck Maddux (M-B 500K); Mark 
Rubenstein (Baron); Jim Smith (Cobra); Gil 
Somerhalder (Õ50 Ford Easy Rod); James & Wendy 
Wagner (ZR-2 - Fiero based); Tom & Irene Wallters 
(M-B 500K). See video at www.nckcc.com/
hotline.html

Top: Here are some of our  Sunday people.

Bottom: Bill Landers.is back, after surgery, showing his 
Superformance Cobra. Chuck Maddux also brought his M-
B 500K on Sunday.

MARTINEZ BBQ & MUSIC FEST - 
A SECOND NCKCC JUNE CAR 
DISPLAY

I think our cars made an impression at the Walnut 
Creek Art & Wine, because I got a call on Monday 
inviting us to display 15 of our cars at the Martinez 
Waterfront Park on June 20th. An e-mail blast 
alerted our wired members and we soon got seven 
cars promised. Dave Little suggested we invite the 
North Bay Cobra group, but we didnÕt get any takers.
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Here the Little’s are watching the spectators.

WHATÕS A TRATTORIA?

Since our show will be virtually at the front door of 
GrissiniÕs Trattoria and Wine Bar at the Concord 
Hilton, I thought I should get educated about itÕs 
name. Here is what I found on Wicipedia.

A trattoria (trah-tor-EE-uh) is an Italian-style eating 
establishment, less formal than a ristorante, but 
more formal than an osteria. There are generally no 
printed menus, the service is casual, wine is sold by 
the decanter rather than the bottle, prices are low, 
and the emphasis is on a steady clientele rather 
than on haute cuisine. The food is modest but 
plentiful (mostly following regional and local recipes) 
and in some instances is even served family-style 
(i.e. at common tables).

Trattorie faithful to this stereotype have become 
fewer in the last 20 years and many have adopted 
some (or several) of the trappings of restaurants, 
with just one or two "concessions" to the old rustic 
and familiar style.

Optionally, trattoria food may be bought in containers 
for taking home. The word is cognate with the 
French word traiteur Ñ meaning a catering business 
whose (almost) sole raison d'•tre is take-out food.

So now we know that this sounds like a pretty nice 
thing to have next door to our show.

HOT AUGUST NILES

In past years this show has been one of our 
regulars, where we are able to promote our 
September Car Show. Well, that is still true even 

though Concord is not as close as San Leandro. So 
put this one on your calendar and plan to enter.  

The registration form is available in our website 
HOTLINE <www.nckcc.com/hotline.html>

If you donÕt have an internet connection call the 
Editor at (925) 938-1442 and he will mail you a form.

Please advise President James Wagner or Vern 
Hance if you plan to attend. We need to organize so 
that someone arrives early to save a few spots so 
our group can be together.

SHOW PLANNING COMMITTEE 
MEET 7/18/09

By Vern Hance

A planning meeting is scheduled for 11:30 a.m. on 
Saturday July 18, 2009 at the at the East Contra 
Costa County Museum at 3890 Sellers Avenue, 
Brentwood, CA.

Attendance at this meeting is open to all members 
that are interested or wish to contribute ideas to help 
out with our show. It is ÒmandatoryÓ (i.e. very 
important) for those that have been labeled Ôthe 
show committeeÕ and participated in other planning 
meetings.

We need to finalize a lot of details on the car show 
in September.  I have checked this with DeCato's 
and Bello's and this date appears workable for them. 
The club will furnish a couple of pizzas and some 
soft drinks to nourish your thinking. We should be 
through by 2-2:30 p.m. Please let me know if you 
can or can not attend. Here are some of the 
responsibilities that need to be finalized.

1.  Exact number of trophies and the Names of the 
Classes to be marked on the trophies.

2.  Pick the design of dash plaques and decide how 
many.

3.  Ballot setup. Exhibitor ballot (yes); Ladies ballot 
(?) Spectator Choice ballot  (I favor this because 
it can be used to measure spectator attendance 
and allow collection of info on how they learned of 
the show. It could also invite people to give us an 
e-mail address to notify them of next years show. 
Saves us $$

4.  Car I.D. cards, "Don't Touch" signs, Name Tags, 
instruction sheets and checkin envelopes. (Vern 
has done this in the past)
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5.  Goodie bags. (Why bother?)

6.  Spectator prizes during show? We could give a 
numbered ticket to each spectator and have 
drawings every hour as in the past. Prizes could be 
very inexpensive somewhat like typical goody bag 
items. (Or more expensive depending on our 
soliciting skills)

7.  Prizes for the Saturday night dinner? How do we 
gather these. From member contributions in 
kind? Solicit from Auto Parts stores? e.g. gift 
certificates or discount coupons.

8.  Traffic delineators or pylons to block off show 
area. What do we need?

9.  Work schedule for members to set up, staff the 
entrance gate, staff a show headquarters, receive 
ballots, pass out dash plaques, count ballots, M.C. 
for Awards presentation (Drive-Thru??) and a tear-
down/clean-up team.

10.  Do we want to provide ice water & colas or refer 
them to the hotel and Trattoria/Wine Bar a few feet 
from the show. Morning coffee?? Donuts ??

11.  Sound system. Paul has (?) amplifier, mikes, CD 
player but may need to rent speaker horns? Cables, 
extension cords??

12.  Headquarters will be King's 5th-wheel RV (?) 
parked near Grissini Trattoria & Wine Bar entrance.

13.  110 volt generator or extension cord to hotel 
power. Who will be responsible for this?

14.  Overnight security to be supplied by hotel. Is 
everyone comfortable with this.

15.  Tables at the Show Headquarters. Hotel loan??  
or VernÕs three old card tables ??  Or both??

16.  Champagne courtesy of Maddux. Who provides 
cheese, crackers, non-alcoholic beverages, plates 
knives, forks, etc. To be held in parking lot or shall 
we try to get 10th floor suite in case its hot?  Suite 
will be charged as 2 rooms.

17.  Any other issues???  If you think of any let me 
know by email.

SHOW HELP NEEDED

It is time to get those cars registered for our 
September Concord Hilton Show. Included in this 
newsletter is a registration form to be filled out and 
returned to the Treasurer.

We have done a good job promoting the show in the 
Concord area, so now we need to get those 70 cars 
we have been telling people will be on display.

A couple more shows, one in Sacramento on August 
1st and the Hot August Niles show on August 15 
need to be attended by NCKCC members, armed, of 
course, with lots of postcard invitations.

We will soon be mailing 600 postcards to former 
members, previous exhibitors and other interested 
parties that we have added to our data base over the 
years.

All members can help by going to our website, click 
on ANNUAL SHOW, then click on ÔShow Promotional 
HelpsÕ at the bottom.

1)  The new page has a link to a color poster that 
you can print (B & W is OK too) and post it on 
your company bulletin board or take some to auto 
related businesses and ask their permission to 
post it in their window. 

2) There is also a link to a post card size (5.5Ó x 
4.125Ó) invitation to our show. Printing this 
produces an 8.5Ó x 11Ó page that can be cut into 
four postcards. You could leave a stack of these at 
those auto stores where you put up the poster. 

3) Also there is a link that will print 10 Ôbusiness 
cardÕ size cards with all the show info on it. Keep a 
few of these in your wallet or purse and hand 
them out like business cards.

4) I am sure we will want to have some nice prizes 
for our Saturday night dinner and some small 
prizes would be nice for show hours. To help you 
ask auto related businesses to support our show 
with a gift or discount card, there is a letter 
describing that we are a California Non-Profit 
Corporation and it has our State and Federal 
identification numbers. This should add to your 
credibility in asking for a gift.

Thank you for your help.
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Editor;s Note: At car shows I find myself answering 
spectator’s questions about other member’s cars. Since 
Bello’s Bricklin is one that I found myself describing, this 
article will help me correct my errors and inform you. 

SOME HISTORY ABOUT THE 
BRICKLIN SV-1

The Bricklin SV-1 was a gull-wing door sports car 
assembled in Saint John, New Brunswick, Canada. 
The body panels were manufactured in a separate 
plant in Minto, New Brunswick. Manufactured from 
1974 until early 1976 for the U.S. market, the car 
was the creation of Malcolm Bricklin, a Jewish 
American millionaire who had previously founded 
Subaru of America. Due to Bricklin's lack of 
experience in the auto industry coupled with the fact 
that the cars were never properly designed or 
engineered the Bricklin Factory was not able to 
produce vehicles fast enough to make a profit, and 
as a result, only 2,854 cars were built before the 
company went into receivership, owing the New 
Brunswick government $23 million. In his attempt to 
make a fast profit, Bricklin attempted to bond 
fiberglass to acrylic plastic-something the plastics 
industry had not perfected at the time-resulting in a 
high failure rate and high production costs (more 
often than not, the panels cracked while still in their 
molds). The end result was a poorly built pseudo 
sports car that dealers refused to sell. It soon 
became obvious that Bricklins claims of a "high 
performance safety car" were nonsense. When 
questioned by his creditors, Bricklin would play 
musical chairs in his board room, assigning 
incompetent family members to executive positions. 
It is believed that fewer than 1,000 Bricklin cars still 
exist.[1]

The model name (SV-1), stood for "safety vehicle 
one". The original idea for the Bricklin SV-1 was a 
safety economic sports car, but due to the safety of 
the car adding weight it was no longer an economic 
car. The Bricklin was designed for safety with an 
integrated roll cage, 5 mph bumpers, and side 
beams. The body was fibreglass with bonded acrylic 
in five "safety" colours: white, red, green, orange 
and suntan. The cars had no cigarette lighter or 
ashtray.[2] Non-smoker Malcolm Bricklin believed it 
was unsafe to smoke and drive. The Bricklin is the 
only production vehicle in automotive history with 
factory powered gull-wing doors that sometimes 
opened and closed at the touch of a button, unlike 
the later DeLorean DMC-12, which featured manual 
operation of its gull-wing doors. The power operation 
of Bricklins doors were plagued with electrical 
problems. They also leaked, which caused problems 
for dealers who got little factory support in correcting 

these problems.

Power came from a 360 cu in (5,899 cc) AMC 360 
V8 for 1974. Later cars used a 351 cu in (5,752 cc) 
Ford Windsor V8. A high-performance V8 was 
chosen so that in case of an impending accident, the 
power of the V8 was enough for the owner to pull 
away from the potential accident. The weight of the 
car made this implausable. The front suspension 
used A-arms and coil springs, while the rear used 
leaf springs on a live axle. 772 model year 1974 cars 
were produced, 137 of which had four-speed manual 
transmissions. All 1975 and 1976 cars had 
automatic transmissions.

EDITORS NOTE: The event described below is 
being proposed as a substitute for the originally 
proposed NCKCC August 8th event, for which we 
have not found any Champion to organize it. The 
cost is a bit high, but it could be a Grand Event. I 
plan to sign up and hope other club members  will 
join in. With a limit of 250 cars, fast action is most 
likely needed. Even if you don’t enter your car, you 
should plan to watch the cruise or come to midtown 
Sacramento or Cal State for one of the two car 
displays.

CAMBER - AUGUST 1st

California Auto Museum (formerly Towe) is planning 
the first annual Car Cruise for Saturday, August 1, 
2009 - California Auto Museum's Big Event on the 
Road (CAMBER)

CAMBER is intended to be an annual event with 
2009 as the inaugural year.  They anticipate that this 
event will grow to the stature of Hot August Nights in 
Reno, NV with thousands of participants, 5,500 
vehicles and over 800,000 spectators.

The annual cruise will be a fundraiser for the 
Museum to help further our mission to educate and 
entertain while preserving and promoting the 
automobile and its influence on our lives.

This event coincides with the ÒReno Swap MeetÓ 
now held annually at Arco Arena.  This year, the 
Swap Meet is scheduled for Sunday, August 2.
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The Car Cruise will begin in Midtown, Sacramento 
and cruise along J Street to Sacramento State 
University.  Parking for the show event will begin at 
1 p.m. in the Midtown area on either side of J 
Street, with the Cruise starting at 5 p.m.  Following 
the Cruise, there will be a second car show at Sac 
State with a live band and food offered by the 
Midtown Merchants. 

Ticket prices for vehicle participants will be $49 per 
car, and we will accept up to 250 vehicle 
registrations this year.  There will be no charge for 
spectators who wish to observe the cruise and/or 
car shows at the beginning and end of the cruise.  
Upwards of 2000 spectators are expected for this 
first year, compounding exponentially in future 
years as the Car Cruise becomes one of 
SacramentoÕs Signature Events.

For Participant application, go to:
www.calautomuseum.org

Or contact Kaela Nelson, California Auto Museum, 
Marketing and Education Coordinator, phone (916) 
442-6802.
2200 Front St., Sacramento, CA 95818

FOR SALE
             
COBRA Ford power, Jag rear-end.  Silver w/ black 
interior.  $21,500  Call Bob Elster 707-938-3254      
                                (1/02)  

FERRARI - TESTAROSSA Spyder.  Based on 1989 
Corvette with 350 V-8 engine and automatic tranny. 
Reduced to $12,000. Contact  Anthony Ramsinh 
(408) 268-6554 or e-mail aramsinh@aol.com                  
(11/05)
  
MANX SR-2 - 1678 cc VW engine with 4-speed 
stick. New interior in 2002. Built in 1977 by present 
owner who has all receipts, etc. Includes a spare 
1600 VW engine and extra parts. $5,500. Call Don 
Wicks (707) 998-9383 or e-mail at 
dkwicks@mchsi.com       (11/05)  
                        
MERCEDES SSK (Gazelle) Parts: 4 fenders 
(brown), windshield, radiator shell, bumpers, interior 
leather and top (tan), tail lights, supercharger pipes, 
doors (yellow), latches, hinges, etc. Tim 
510-278-3085          (04/05)                            

PANTERA Factory built, only one known to exist. 
Red w/ beige interior, Chev engine $35,000 Call 
Bob Elster 707-938-3254. 
                 (1/02)
ÒCars for SaleÓ ads in the NCKCC News are for 
members only. Rate is $10 for 12 issues.

FROM THE ACCC JUNE 
NEWSLETTER
(Unknown author)

SB-232-Benoit, 
Special Constructed Vehicle

I'm proud to have written this bill with a lot of help 
from my friends and Senator Benoit's staff. When 
Scott Seekatz from Senator Benoit's office called me 
and said we had SS-232, I was elated. Two years of 
work was paying off. I was disappointed when the 
bill was pulled from Committee. After attending the 
Sacramento Conference I changed my mind. Every 
legislator & Regulator there was aware of the bill 
and the Environmental & Health Lobbies were 
gearing up to oppose. This bill now had a red flag 
and we have to build support. In order to get this bill 
passed, the ACCC and their lobbyist will have to 
work the Legislature and the hobbyist who own and 
want to build a kit car will have to contact their Rep's 
in support of SB-232. Assemblymen Jeffries 
suggestions will now come into play. If you already 
have a SCV, drive it down to your Reps office, show 
it to him and ask him to support this bill. if you are 
building one, take pictures with you. Invite him or 
one of his staff to a car show and show him some 
[special constructed vehicles], be creative.

Keep in mind, this is the "Safe Haven" registration 
for kit cars. We will keep you advised when to make 
the big push, but phone calls to your Rep's local 
office anytime, doesnÕt hurt.

NEWS FLASHES:  

¥ Steve Bales is recovering after heart surgery. 
Plans to be driving by 7/15

¥ Bill Landers has recovered from bladder surgery. 
He attended 2 shows in June.

¥ Kit Car Builder reports Shell Valley has been 
purchased; now called Shell Valley    Classic 
Wheels, Inc. Same product line will continue.

¥ See our Car Show Advert on page 56 of Kit Car 
Builder.
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2009 OFFICERS AND APPOINTEES:
      
James Wagner,  President                            650-341-0211    
jamesuu@comcast.net
Chuck Maddux, Vice President              707-745-4361     
camnsam@att.net
Vern Hance,  Treasurer, Editor              925-938-1442
3317 Ellesmere Court, Walnut Creek, CA 94598  
nckcc@astound.net
Tom Wallters, Secretary                                      650-961-8256       
twallters@gmail.com
Pat Cooley, Membership Chair                           925-447-7239
myoozik@comcast.net                        
Unfilled position,  Activities Chairman        
Carolina Williams. Show Chair                           510-355-9914
      
The Kit Car Sun is published monthly by the Northern California 
Kit Car Club.  Opinions expressed by authors should not be be 
considered the position of the club. We are a non-profit 
educational organization and  do not intend to influence 
legislation.-
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2009

¥  July 3, 2009 - Benicia Independence Day Parade & Dinner. C. Maddux Champion.

¥  August 1, 2009 - ÒNEWÓ California Auto Museum Cruise from Mid-town Sacramento to 
Cal State Campus with a car show, music and food. Limited to 250 cars.

¥  August 15, 2009 - Hot August Niles Car Show, Fremont 9am to 3 pm.  Download 
registration form at <www.nckcc.com/hotline.html>

¥  September 12-13, 2009 - NCKCC Annual Car Show. Concord Hilton Hotel, 1970 
Diamond Boulevard, Concord, CA

¥  September 26, 2009 - Knightsen Car Show. Free and open to all types of cars. 
   Champion, Al & Pat Bello.

¥  October 17, 2009 - Proposed Wine Tour. Chuck Maddux, Champion

¥  November, 2009 - Christmas Parade, Knightsen, CA

¥  December 6, 2009 - Annual Brunch
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