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Shown above are the four cars that participated in the 
Benicia July 3rd Torchlight parade.

ACTIVITY NOTICES

August 21, 2010 - Hot August Niles Car Show, 9 a.m.to 3 p.m. Call Jim 
Wagner (650) 341-0211 to reserve a spot. Regist. form www.nckcc.com/
hotline.html 

September 11 & 12, 2010 - Annual Handcrafted & Special Interest Car 
Show at the Concord Hilton Hotel. REGISTER YOUR CAR NOW !!  
www.nckcc.com/nckccannualshow.html

http://www.nckcc.com/hotline.html
http://www.nckcc.com/hotline.html
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FROM THE PREZ

By James Wagner

Well, August is here and that means summer 
will soon be over and the NCKCC Annual Car 
Show is just around the corner.   I hope that this 
summer was a good one for you and yours 
even though we haven’t had much of our typical  
“summer weather”.  Maybe Mother Nature is 
saving a few nice days for our car show.  The 
Show Committee has done a great job covering 
most of the show planning details.  As is always 
the case, there will few last minute details to be 
worked and the show will go on just as smooth 
as always.      

Speaking of our car show, now is the time to send in 
your show registration form to Vern and reserve your 
room at the Concord Hilton Hotel.  (The registration 
form was included in the July Newsletter and is also 
available on the Club Web Site.)  The Car Show 
weekend, September 11th & 12th, will be here before 
you know it.  (Why is it the month of August always 
goes by so quickly?) 

 August has only one activity on the Club Calendar 
of Events: 
“Hot August Niles Car Show” will be on August 21 th 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. There’s  always plenty to 
see and eat in the downtown Niles shops and 
restaurants and lots of great cars to see along 
their main street. This show is also a final 
opportunity to “push” our September NCKCC 
show by handing out lots of show flyers and 
personally inviting “appropriate” cars to our 
show.  I personally plan on finding out just 
how “hot” Niles really is in August.   Let me 
know by August 14th  if you are planning to 
attend and I will try and reserve a few parking 
slots for our members.  

Take care, Hope to see y’all soon,

BENICIA TORCHLIGHT PARADE, 
JULY 3RD, 
2010

by Chuck 
Maddux, photos 
by Vern Hance 
& Peter Kenudt
 
It was a warm 
and balmy 
evening in 

Benicia for the Annual Torchlight Parade up 1st St..  

We started at the Maddux residence (above) with 
refreshments and snacks while we decorated our 
cars.

Four of our members brought their autos into town 
for the event, they were Paul & Ruth King in their '29 
SSK, Vern & Carol Hance with their '35 500K 
Mercedes Benz, Jerry & Carol Barrilleaux with their 
red '52 MG TD and Chuck & Suzanne Maddux in 
their '34 500K Mercedes Benz.  Peter Kunedt and 
his friend, Karola, joined us, but was unable to bring 
his Bernardi due to mechanical difficulties.  

After a longish wait with the 70 plus other 
entrants, we cruised up 1st St. to the loud cheers 
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website. Go to ‘Annual Show’ then click on ‘Helpful 
documents’ to find it.

•  You can also help us to promote the show  by 
telling your friends about our show, putting up a 
poster on your company bulletin board or at a local 
Auto Parts Store. You can attend some local car 
shows and hand out some “post card” invitations or 
“business card” invitations to encourage spectators 
to attend. We have posted some things on our 

website to help you do these things. 
Just click on ‘Helpful Documents’  on the 
‘Annual Show’ page that will take you to  
the following show promotion items:

1) Business card size show 
announcements that can be printed, 10 
to a page. Or if you have Avery 
Business card stock you can print 
business cards easily.

2) Postcard size announcements, 4 per 
page, that can be cut to make 4 cards 
per 8.5x11 page.

3) A show poster designed for legal size 
paper. Can be scaled by most printers 
for letter size or 11’ x 17”

4)  Show drawing prize request letter, to help you get 
door prize donations.

Remember that our website has a direct link to the 
Hilton Hotel for reservations. 

HOT AUGUST NILES SHOW

This show will be held on 8/21/10 in spite of what the 
show flyer mailed to past participants says.

We have posted a corrected registrastion form on 
our website under the ‘Hotline’ section. For those 
planning to attend, you should observe their August 
10 deadline for the $18 early bird rate, otherwise be 
prepared to pay $25.

For those planning to attend, please let Jim Wagner 
know of your plans (650) 341-0211 or 
<jamesuu@comcast.net> so he can stake out 
enough spots so we can have all the NCCC cars 
together. This is another opportunity to promote our 
September show.
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and smiling faces of the 20,000 plus adults & 
children along the parade route.  We were greeted 
and praised at the park by the parade MC for being 
one of the oldest car club participants in this parade.

At the conclusion of the parade we parked the cars 
in the Maddux driveway and strolled the half a block 
to the Union Hotel for dinner in our private dining 
room, where we dined on Italian/American 
cuisine.   All present agreed that the food was very 

tasty and the company was outstanding.  It 
was concluded that we would do it again next year.   
We hope more of you will take advantage of this 
wonderful small town parade and join us in 
celebrating the 3rd of July 2011.
 
NCKCC ANNUAL HANDCRAFTED 
CAR SHOW SEPTEMBER 11 & 12

Show Time is about here, so the list below covers 
many important action priorities. We also need 
volunteers for the many jobs during the show that 
make it a success.

•  Please submit your car registration forms ASAP. It 
helps your show committee estimate the size of the 
show and allows us to plan for an appropriate size 
Saturday night banquet.

•  We need drawing prizes for our banquet drawing 
AND we need merchandize prizes to provide raffle 
prizes during the show. The sale of extra raffle 
tickets during the show is important to increase the 
size of our support for the Food Bank, our chosen 
charity beneficiary. 

•  To help you solicit prizes we have a “Show Prize 
Request Letter” ready for you to download at our 
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

We wish  to welcome five new members that have 
joined us in the past several months.

Tom & Maureen Mills live in Rocklin, CA, 
916-315-8777, and purchased an AC Cobra from 
LA Exotics. It is powered by a 351 Cleveland with a 
4-speed. They are interested in all types of club 
activities. We hope to see that Cobra at our 
September show.

Ron & Jeri Sutherland live in San Ramon, 
925-829-4046, and have purchased a ’52 MG-TD 
replica by Daytona MIGI. It is powered by a 1600cc 
VW with a 4-speed. They are interested in most club 
events and plan to make Chloe (their dog) the 
navigator.

Martn Ullman lives in Santa Rosa, 707-539-9677, 
and has acquired a Jaguar SS-100 replica powered 
by a 1600cc VW with a 4-speed. Martin is a 
returning member, now that he has another kit car.

Russ Surber & Denise live in Paso Robles have an 
interest in restoring a ’29 Mercedes SSK that was 
purchased recently by Russ’ father-in-law, Dewey 
Girard. Russ found us on Google searching for 
replicar owner clubs. 

Dewey Girard lives in Atascadero, CA and is the 
owner of the ’29 M-B SSk described above. At 89, 
he is very much an active car guy. He recently sold a 
’21 Model T runabout that he restored, then found 
the M-B SSK which needs some tender loving care 
along with some grunt work by Russ..

Again, we say WELCOME ABOARD to these new 
members and look forward to meeting them at our 
events.

OTHER AUTO EVENTS OF 
INTEREST

By Vern Hance

I get lots of invitations to attend car shows that come 
in after we set up our “official” club activities. We 
encourage members to consider participating in 
these shows. They are fun and can provide an 
opportunity to educate the showgoers about our 
particular branch of the car hobby. They also provide 
an opportunity to publicize our September Show in 
Concord.

So, here are some events you might consider 

participating in.

Here is a new one from Chuck Latty and takes place 
in Pacific Grove. This is the inaugural event of “The 
Little Car Show” which will take place in Downtown 
Pacific Grove on August 11, 2010.  In order to be in 
the show gasoline powered cars must have a 
displacement of less than 1500 cc.  Electric powered 
cars are to weigh less than 1000 lbs.  Admission for 
this first year event is free.  Donations benefiting the 
Pacific Grove Library and Pacific Grove Youth 
Center will be accepted.  For more information you 
can visit this website - www.marinamotorsports.org  

I got a call and email from Alan Galbraith who 
attended our show a couple years ago. He wrote: 
Good talking to you today. Its always refreshing to 
touch base with someone that like to have fun with 
their vehicles. I'd like to extend an invitation to all kit 
car owners to bring their vehicles to the show. We 
can set the club up with gratis commercial vending 
spot (if you would like to sell t-shirts, promote your 
club). The show is a good time and a very 
opportunity to market to an affluent auto enthusiast 
crowd. We do a "Tour d'LeMons" on Friday night 
through Monterey and Carmel, driving right up 
Ocean Ave. during its busiest. The sight of Pinto's, 
Pacers and Trabants parading through the gathered 
Ferrari's and other exotics is worth the trip alone. Kit 
cars sprinkled into the mix would be perfect. We 
offer free camping at the park for d'LeMons entrants 
(hotels in and around Monterey can be pricey). The 
show gets plenty of press coverage, we had over 30 
stories written about the show last year and many of 
the interesting vehicles were featured, its a good 
marketing opportunity as well as a good time. You 
can see examples of the coverage on the http://
www.concoursdlemons.com home page. Also this 
year The Discovery Channel will be shooting an 
episode of "Chasing Classic Cars" with host Wayne 
Carini at the show. 

The show is a light hearted send up of the Pebble 
Beach Concours. We feature cars that wouldnt 
otherwise have a home during the Monterey Auto 
Week. The "Judges" at the show are subject to 
bribery (food and alcohol are preferred) and the 
awards parade is always a good time. 

If you have any questions feel free to call 
916-207-4645

A registration form is posted on tour website 
“Hotline” for download.
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JULY 10 DECK PARTY AT
KING RESIDENCE

Wow, what a great party we had at the Kings, as we 
wished Paul a Happy 70th Birthday and enjoyed the 
newly refurbished redwood deck, with its view of 
Walnut Creek shown below. 

This was a big party that included other 
groups with whom the Kings are 
associated, such as the ‘Jump In’ band,    
the Snow-Chasers, the NCKCC and 
others.

The weather was perfect with 
temperatures in the high 80s, but lots of 
shade. Attendees brought a variety of food dishes 
and refreshments.

The parking was dense on their Court but we got a 
good cross section of  NCKCC cars and some others 
of interest such as the 2000 Honda insight hybrid 
that came down from Portland. 

The NCKCC body count totaled 16, including 
Marshall Bradley, Carmen Gaerin, Vern & Carol 
Hance, Paul & Ruth King, Bob & Linda Kluber, Chuck 
& Sue Maddux, Dick & Annette Thomson, James & 
Robert Wagner and Tom & Irene Wallters.

During the afternoon we were serenaded  by 
‘Jump In” playing 
familiar oldies. 
There were also 
some very 
efficient 
volunteers 
mixing and 
delivering 
pitchers of 
Margaritas.

We want to 
thank Paul & 
Ruth for a first 
class deck party 
and their great 
hospitality.  And 
Happy 70th 
Paul !!
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STALKING THE WILD CROSLEY  
By Chuck Latty

I have recently acquired my next "Kit Car".  It is a 
1947 Crosley Model CC Sedan.  Currently it is 
powered by a 44 cu. in. OHC 4 Cylinder Engine but 
future plans call for the installation of a 1937 Ford 
Flathead V8-60 Engine of 139 cu. in. 
(.030" overbore) displacement.  I am hoping that by 
taking the engine from a slow car and putting it into 
a much slower car that I will have a car that can 
keep up with traffic!. The car I found was "restored" 
by an elderly gentleman who died about a year ago.  
It was stored in a small barn in Indiana. It looked like 
it had been built just for the Crosley, which had not 
been out of the barn for many months. It was 
evident that rodents, wasps, and spiders had been 
spending time with the car.
 
With the help of my brother, Jim (who accompanied 
me on this road trip) and two of the prior owner's 
relatives we pushed the Crosley out of it's resting 
place and into the sunlight.  The car had been 
repainted red and white, has white seat covers 
and sun visors which had been embroidered with 
"CROSLEY" by the prior owner's wife.  It has no 
headliner nor other interior panels - many early 
postwar (1946) Crosleys came with few or 
no interior panels.
 
After installing and charging a 6V battery, and 
adding some gasoline to the vehicle's fuel tank and 
pouring several fuel-tank-capfuls of gas down the 
carburetor the engine started and ran.  I just drove 
the car down and back up the dirt driveway from the 
garage to the road to make sure all of the gears 
worked and that the car was a driver.
 
A man offered to buy the car for $500 less than their 
asking price and planned to come see the car.  I 
offered $200 less than their asking price in cash and 
we made the deal by swaping the title for funds.

 Now I owned a car that was about 2,350 miles from 
my home.  Driving a stock Crosley with a cruising 
speed of 45 and 50 mph to my home was not an 
option. After buying the old car on Sunday, I found a 
new trailer on Monday to haul the car home.  I 
wanted a 5' x 12' trailer but a wait of 3 or 4 weeks 
killed that deal, so I settled for a new 76" x 12' open 
trailer that was available.
 
The trip home was relatively uneventful except for 
some white knuckling that took place near Omaha 
due to an extremely heavy downpour which caused 
the road ahead to disappear for seven or eight 
minutes.  We arrived home after driving some twelve 
hour days on Friday, July 16Th.
 
Next I went to my insurance agent before going to 
the DMV to get the car registered in California.   I 
have been working on the car to get it ready to drive.  
I plan to drive it to the gas station on the corner of 
the block where I live before taking Ronnie for her 
first ride in it.  The hood doesn't close all the way so 
when I hauled it back from Indiana, I had the rear of 
the car facing forward.  Without the trailer and 
Crosley in tow my Freestyle will get almost 27 MPG 
at legal speeds.  With trailer and Crosley the fuel 
economy drops to about 17 MPG.
 
I will be in Buellton the weekend of our show, for the 
Crosley Automobile Club West Coast Regional Meet, 
where I hope to purchase some needed Crosley 
parts to help with my restoration.
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 FOR SALE
             
BUGATTI 1927 Bugatti, good cond. Never wrecked. 
Yellow paint, brown upholstery that needs rework. 
Less than 50 miles on 1600cc recond. engine. 
Consider delivery.
$3000.00.  (See photo) Dave Fernandez
530-384-2778 email daf360hd@att.net
(3-10)

COBRA Ford power, Jag rear-end.  Silver w/ black 
interior.  $21,500  Call Bob Elster 707-938-3254                         
(1/02)  
                                    
FERRARI - F-40 One owner since built in 1997. 
Red with tan interior. V-6 with 4-speed. Excellet 
condition. $15.500 o.b.o. (559) 346-1693                         
e-mail claude45@sbcglobal.net         (04/10)

FERRARI-Look-alike - From Fiero Factory in the 
U.K. 1988 Fiero based car with 3.8 liter Bonneville 
engine transplant and upgrade wheels.  $12,000 
o.b.o. Call Doug Izuno (925) 254-1789. Or e-mail: 
tizuno@comcast.net                  (10/09)

FINO – Built on 1987 Fiero with Cadillac Northstar 
V-8 & auto trans.  Regular trophy winner. Custom 
suspension, brakes and interior.  Special Purple 
BASF Extreme paint. $25,000.  Call Al Bohr 
(503-632-8372) or e-mail: albohr@bctonline.com.             
(10/09)
                        
MERCEDES 500K 350 Chev. w/Edelbrock, Pro Flo 
Fuel injection.
350 Turbo Tran., Vintage Air, Heat and Defrost. 
Smog exempt. Steve Bales, 925 820-7420  Email:  
mbales5140@aol.com
See photo and magazine story at: 
http://kitcar.automotive.com/26615/0601kc-
mercedes-benz-500k/index.html or type Bales Benz 
in Google. (04/10)

PANTERA Factory built, only one known to exist. 
Red w/ beige interior, Chev engine $35,000 Call 
Bob Elster
707-938-3254.                              (1/02)

NEED YOUR KIT CAR PUT TOGETHER, 
customized or finished?
Have a car that needs body work?
We can help!
Contact: Car Concepts by Merlin Cofano
415-320-0678                              (10/09)
                 
ÒCars for SaleÓ ads in the NCKCC News are for members 
only. Rate is $10 for 12 issues.

David Fernandez Bugatti Type 35 (Above)Claude 

Calderon Ferrari F-40 (Below)

Steve Bales Mercedes 500K (Below)

Doug Izuno - FERRARI-Look-alike - From Fiero 
Factory
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2010

•  August 21, 2010 – Hot August Niles Car Show, 9am – 
3pm. (Jim Wagner, Champion)

•  September 11-12, 2010 - NCKCC Annual Car Show. 
Concord Hilton Hotel,  Concord, CA

•  October 16, 2010 – S. F. Bay Cruise. Tom Wallters,          
Champion

•  December 5, 2009 - Annual Brunch, The Farmer 
Restaurant, Pleasanton Hotel. Vern Hance, Champion

 2010 OFFICERS AND APPOINTEES:
      
James Wagner,  President                            650-341-0211    
jamesuu@comcast.net
Chuck Maddux, Vice President              707-745-4361     
camnsam@att.net
Vern Hance,  Treasurer, Editor              925-938-1442
3317 Ellesmere Court, Walnut Creek, CA 94598  
nckcc@astound.net
Tom Wallters, Secretary                                      650-961-8256       
twallters@gmail.com
Pat Cooley, Membership Chair                           925-447-7239
myoozik@comcast.net                               

      
The NCKCC News is published monthly by the Northern 
California Kit Car Club.  Opinions expressed by authors should 
not be be considered the position of the club. We are a non-profit 
educational organization and  do not intend to influence legislation
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